
Make A Splash @ Your Library (children)
Make Waves @ Your Library (teens)

PARENT-CHILD SESSIONS (babies to 2 years; 2-3 years)
The Gingerbread Man					     Nancy Nolte (a Little Golden Book)
There are many versions of this story, but the ending where the fox takes the Gingerbread Man across the river is the ap-
propriate version for this summer. A fabulous classic to dramatize with the 2-3 year olds. 

Good Thing You're Not an Octopus			   Julie Markes
This is a TERRIFIC book for parents and little ones to act out together... lots of funny analogies between humans and 
animals, great ways to interact creatively with your kids, and a super appreciation for being YOU!

Nursery Rhymes						     numerous anthologies
There are so many fun finger-plays, rhymes, and chants to do with little ones! We'll focus on water rhymes, putting new 
words to "What shall we do with a drunken sailor," singing "Row, row, row your boat," "It's raining, it's pouring,"  "Rain, rain 
go away, " and learn about "Doctor Foster," and the three men in "Rub a dub dub."

Octopus Hug						      Laurence Pringle
The only thing this book has in common with the sea is the title, but it's a FANTASTIC book for parents and little ones to 
act out together... lots of fun ways to play with your kids!

The Runaway Bunny					     Margaret Wise Brown
Parents and small children will have fun as we enact swimming and fishing, sailing and blowing, as well as many other 
ways to stay together as parents and children!

We're Going On A Bear Hunt 				    Michael Rosen & Helen Oxenbury
The familiar chant has been made into a picture book. We'll bring the various episodes to life, including crossing the water,  
and escape the bear, remembering all the while "we're not scared!"

Where the Wild Things Are				    Maurice Sendak
There's a reason why this book is a classic! We'll chase the dog, grow from beds into trees, and sail "in and out of weeks 
and almost over a year," and become wild things! Together we will "...let the wild rumpus start!"

PRESCHOOLERS (4-5 years)
Bill & Pete Go Down the Nile	 			   Tomie DePaola			 
OK, so it's not really the ocean, but it eventually flows into one! This story is terrific for the little ones. What would you do if 
you met a "bad guy?" Come help Bill and Pete as they join Miss Ibis and the class on a school field trip down the Nile and 
dramatize the exciting events with us.

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain 				    Verna Aardema 
This book in verse, about the importance of rain, has a great deal of repetition, some seriousness and some zaniness. 
Good for young ones to dramatize. 

Daisy's Taxi						      Ruth Young			 
We'll load up Daisy's water taxi with all kinds of strange things for the people who live on the island and row across the 
water. Who are these people and why do they need these things ferried across? We'll make up the details ourselves.

Four Brave Sailors					     Mirra Ginsburg			 
This picture book retelling of a folktale leaves much to the imagination. In our dramatization, children will use their imagi-
nations to fill in the details of this seafaring story.
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The Gingerbread Man					     Nancy Nolte (a Little Golden Book)
There are many versions of this story, but the ending where the fox takes the Gingerbread Man across the river is the ap-
propriate version for this summer. A fabulous classic to dramatize.

The Grouchy Ladybug					     Eric Carle
The grouchy ladybug is in a bad mood and picks a fight with ever larger animals until she meets up with a whale! We'll 
have a whale of a good time being not-so-tough!

A House for Hermit Crab  				    Eric Carle			 
A hermit crab adopts a new shell for its house and gathers other sea creatures and plants to become part of the decora-
tions for it.... and we'll become all of them. This is a nice story of cooperation and discovery.

Lila Pirate						      Georgie Birkett
Lila and her crew of animals set off on an adventure that includes searching for treasure, playing at walk the plank, singing 
sea shanties, and a storm involving Teddy! A sweet pirate story for the youngest actors.

Magic Beach						      Alison Lester			 
A day at the beach becomes a magical experience. We will turn sand castles into real castles, shell hunting into treasure 
hunting, and more!				  

Noah's Ark 						      Lucy Cousins 			 
We will bring this story to life by building an ark in pantomime, making the sound effects for a rain storm, and of course, 
coming in out of the rain, two-by-two.

Old Noah's Elephants	 		  		  Warren Ludwig			 
This Israeli folktale brings life on the ark, well, to life. Children adore this humorous look at a day in the forty the animals 
and humans spent together tossed upon the sea. 

The Rainbow Fish 					     Marcus Pfister
Rainbow Fish is beautifully shiny and the envy of all the sea. But Rainbow Fish is lonely. With the help of the Little Blue 
Fish, Starfish, and Octopus, Rainbow Fish learns the true meaning of friendship. 

Swimmy						      Leo Lionni			 
We will become Swimmy as he journeys through the marvels of the sea; becoming lobsters, crabs, and sea stars among 
others. A school of fish and a lesson in working together will be our journey's end.

The Three Billy Goats Gruff				    (Graham Percy)
Our three heros cross a bridge over a rushing stream and under that bridge lives a troll. We'll become goats and trolls and 
enact this classically fun story! "Who's that trip-trapping across my bridge?"

Tough Boris						      Mem Fox
Everyone knows pirates are mean, tough, scruffy, and have parrots for pets. But Mem Fox lets us in on some information 
not everyone knows about pirates! We'll swab decks and dig for treasure. "Aargh, matey!"

We're Going On A Bear Hunt 				    Michael Rosen & Helen Oxenbury
The familiar chant has been made into a picture book. We'll bring the various episodes to life, including crossing the water, 
and escape the bear, remembering all the while "we're not scared!"

Where the Wild Things Are				    Maurice Sendak
There's a reason why this book is a classic! We'll chase the dog, grow from beds into trees, sail "in and out of weeks and 
almost over a year," and paint our faces to become wild things! "...let the wild rumpus start!"

EARLY ELEMENTARY K-2nd grade (5-8 years)
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain 				    Verna Aardema 
This book in verse, about the importance of rain, has a great deal of repetition, some seriousness and some zaniness. 
Good for young ones to dramatize. 

The Cinder-eyed Cats	 				    Eric Rohman			 
A boy flies his sailboat over the ocean to a far-away island. At twilight, thanks to three cinder-eyed cats, some strange and 
wonderful things happen. We'll whirl, weave, and wiggle as the creatures beneath the waves.

Clams Can't Sing					     James Stevenson    		
All the other seashore animals plan a performance and sympathize that the clams won't have a part. The clams, however, 
have another plan!  A very funny story so bring your best sound effects.

The Crab Prince					    Christopher Manson		
This story from Italy is a tale about looking deeper than one's appearance. Set in a sea town, there are great scenes to 
enact both above and below the water. Be ready to have a good time.  
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Cyrus the Unsinkable Sea Serpent			   Bill Peet			
Cyrus is the unseen guardian of the good ship Primrose and cleverly saves her from the doldrums, a storm, and pirates 
before finally pulling her ashore. We'll become sailors, passengers, pirates, and sea serpents!

The Dancing Kettle and Other Japanese Tales    		  Yoshiko Uchida			 
FROM: "Urashima Taro and the Princess of the Sea"  and/or "The Jewels of the Sea"  
These stories bring the Japanese enchantment with the sea to Westerners. We will become underwater guards, mer-
princesses, wise turtles, and many other characters.

Dirty Joe the Pirate					     Bill Harley
We'll sail with Joe, board other craft, and rob sailors of their socks...until we meet up with Stinky Annie and her crew. Now 
what? This funny book will be a hoot to dramatize- giggles and all!

The Elephant's Child					     Rudyard Kipling
Youth Stages will take your children to "the great grey-green, greasy Limpopo River, all set about with fever-trees." Here 
the Elephant's Child will meet the crocodile and have his "'satiable curiosity" satiated! 
(This session will need to be a minimum of 1.25 hours in length as this is a long book to read!)

Greetings From Sandy Beach				    Bob Graham		            	
This funny story follows a young girl's adventures on a camping trip to the beach with her family. They meet bikers, a bus 
load of kids, and learn a great deal as a family about appearances and friendship.

The Grouchy Ladybug					     Eric Carle
The grouchy ladybug is in a bad mood and picks a fight with ever larger animals until she meets up with a whale! We'll 
have a whale of a good time being not-so-tough!

Harry By The Sea					     Gene Zion			 
Harry the beloved dog joins his family at the beach- and loses them. We'll become numerous characters from beach go-
ers to staff and encounter some funny adventures- from ones in the book to ones we will make up. 	

Hey! Get Off Our Train					     John Burningham
This environmental book is subtle, poignant, and accessible to kids. We'll take the train, meet an elephant and play in 
water, meet a seal in the ocean, and a polar bear in the Arctic. A fun book to act out!

How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World    		  Marjorie Priceman		
Take a boat trip around the world with the heroine of this story. Students will enjoy traveling from Vermont to Sri Lanka and 
becoming various characters as we collect all the necessary ingredients for a pie.

Jenny's Journey						     Sheila White Samton		
Jenny's friend has moved overseas. She misses her until she decides to go visit. We will dramatize all the elements of the 
story from boats, to water, to dolphins, to storms at sea. 

The Lorax 						      Dr. Seuss 
This story brings environmental complexities to children in a manner they can grasp- and who else but Dr. Seuss can cre-
ate such terrific characters to dramatize!?

Magic Beach						      Crockett Johnson
Ann and Ben create the story they are in! We will spell and create many things along the beach using a large sheet as our 
wave!

The Magic Fan (a modern folktale)				    Keith Baker			 
A boy's creativity is given flight with the help of the pictures he finds on a magic fan. We will make our own fans and fan 
our imaginations to create an original rendition of the story.

The Magic School Bus at the Water Works			  Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen
Our field trip will include evaporating, condensing, precipitating, shrinking, and of course, swimming through the water 
purification system... all without ever leaving the library!

The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor		  Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen
We'll become Ms. Frizzle and her class and enact the zany antics involving Lenny the Lifeguard, meet loads of underwa-
ter creatures, and surf our way back home...all without getting wet!

The Magic Tapestry					     Demi				  
This marvelous picture book depicts a son's dedication to his mother. We'll meet a protector spirit, a stone horse, and ride 
through the Mountain of Fire and the Sea of Ice. Lots of action!!

Make Way for Ducklings					     Robert McCloskey
This Caldecott picture book is a classic and we'll have fun acting out the baby ducklings, the noisy and speedy bikes and 
cars, the police officers, and the swan boat patrons. Quack!
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The Man Who Caught Fish				    Walter Lyon Krudop	           	
This tale from Thailand has a fabulous twist at the end. Children will become the man, the townspeople, and the king. This 
tale of what is just and right, about greed and what it leads to, is very fulfilling for young people.

Monster Beach						      Betty Paraskevas		
Bring your beach towel for this trip as we play on the beach until some bullies spoil the day. Will everyone get washed out 
to sea? How would you solve the problem?

Musicians of the Sun					     Gerald McDermott
This Aztec tale ties together colors, music, life, and what's important to us as humans. Turtle Woman, Fish Woman, and 
Alligator Woman carry Wind across the sea. We will convert this book into a wonderful play!

Noah's Ark 						      Lucy Cousins 			 
We will bring this story to life by building an ark in pantomime, making the sound effects for a rain storm, and of course, 
coming in out of the rain, two-by-two.

Not the Piano, Mrs. Medley! 	 			   Evan Levine  			 
A young boy, his grandmother and their dog prepare to go to the beach. Each time they get part way there, she remem-
bers something else they might need. When they finally arrive, Mrs. Medley realizes she needs none of the equipment, 
the beach itself is fun!

Old Noah's Elephants	 		  		  Warren Ludwig			 
This Israeli folktale brings life on the ark, well, to life. Children adore this humorous look at a day in the forty the animals 
and humans spent together tossed upon the sea. 

The Old Woman and the Wave				    Shelley Jackson		
What would you do if a wave was hanging over your house? We will create the environment and activities in this peculiar 
story and decide whether to take the plunge and go adventuring or stay home and keep dry.

On the Edge of the Sea 					     Betty Paraskevas		
This dream version of a day at the beach includes both realistic and imaginative images. We will enact selling cotton 
candy, flying kites, and bursting like bubbles!

Peg and the Whale					     Kenneth Oppel		
Peg is one feisty young lady in this nautical tall tale. We'll swab decks, fish, and catch us a whale of a good time as we act 
out this story.

Penelope and the Pirates					    James Young
Penelope is a wharf cat with three black spots and a long black tail. Posing as a treasure map, she sets off on a journey, 
meeting pirates and making a friend.	

The Pirate's Eye						     Robert Priest
Pirate Captain Black loses his glass eye and Sandpiper, a pauper, finds it and draws Captain Black's adventures. We'll 
make up some adventures of our own and write a book about them!

The Rainbow Fish 					     Marcus Pfister
Rainbow Fish is beautifully shiny and the envy of all the sea. But Rainbow Fish is lonely. With the help of the Little Blue 
Fish, Starfish, and Octopus, Rainbow Fish learns the true meaning of friendship. 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat 	 			   Iza Trapani 
This book begins with the usual verse of the song, then goes off into various paddling adventures for the bear family on 
their outing. We will have many verses of dramatized fun!

A Swim Through the Sea					    Kristin Joy Pratt
This is a beautifully written and illustrated alphabet book (by a high school student, no less!) We'll become the various 
underwater creatures and learn a bit about them as we act out Seamore Seahorse's journey.

Swimmy						      Leo Lionni			 
We will become Swimmy as he journeys through the marvels of the sea; becoming lobsters, crabs, and sea stars among 
others. A school of fish and a lesson in working together will be our journey's end.

The Three Billy Goats Gruff				    (Graham Percy)
Our three heros cross a bridge over a rushing stream and under that bridge lives a troll. We'll become goats and trolls and 
enact this classically fun story! "Who's that trip-trapping across my bridge?"

Tough Boris						      Mem Fox
Everyone knows pirates are mean, tough, scruffy, and have parrots for pets. But Mem Fox lets us in on some information 
not everyone knows about pirates! We'll swab decks and dig for treasure. "Aargh, matey!"
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The Voyage of the Ludgate Hill				    Nancy Willard 		
Have you ever taken a cruise... on a cargo ship? This one is full of colorful characters who make an exciting voyage a real 
trip! We'll become people, horses, baboons, cats, and a band!

Walter's Magic Wand					     Eric Houghton		
This story takes place in a library where, thanks to books, anything can, and does, happen. We'll build a boat, brave the 
seas, become pirates, and fight a not-so-fearsome battle.  

When the Library Lights Go Out				    Megan McDonald		
Talk about adventures!! Youth Stages will have your children sail, search, create maps, eat snacks, and make captain 
hats! What fun! 

Where the Wild Things Are				    Maurice Sendak
There's a reason why this book is a classic! We'll chase the dog, grow from beds into trees, sail "in and out of weeks and 
almost over a year," and paint our faces to become wild things! "...let the wild rumpus start!"

Who's In Rabbit's House?				    Verna Aardema
A funny thing happened on the way to the lake...Children are involved in both dialogue and action as they bring numerous 
animals to life. Aardema's play-within-a-story is loads of fun for children!

Why the Tides Ebb and Flow	 			   Joan Chase Bowden	
Initially wanting a place to live, the Old Woman uses her wits to gain a son and a daughter as well as causing high and 
low tide.

Yeh Shen					     	 Ai-Ling Louie		         
Come enact the earliest known of all the Cinderella stories. This rendition has a magic fish rather than a fairy godmother. 
Does that make it a fairy godfish? We'll bring the story to new life. 	

OLDER ELEMENTARY 3rd-5th grade (8-11 years)
Celia and the Sweet, Sweet Water 			   Katherine Paterson
Celia's mother is ill and only the sweet, sweet water of her childhood will cure her. Celia sets off on a journey where she 
meets some strange characters and learns a great deal.

The Cinder-eyed Cats	 				    Eric Rohman			 
A boy flies his sailboat over the ocean to a far-away island. At twilight, thanks to three cinder-eyed cats, some strange and 
wonderful things happen. We'll whirl, weave, and wiggle as the creatures beneath the waves.

The Crab Prince						     Christopher Manson		
This story from Italy is a tale about looking deeper than one's appearance. Set in a sea town, there are great scenes to 
enact both above and below the water. Be ready to have a good time.  

The Dancing Kettle and Other Japanese Tales    		  Yoshiko Uchida			 
FROM: "Urashima Taro and the Princess of the Sea"  and/or "The Jewels of the Sea"  
These stories bring the Japanese enchantment with the sea to Westerners. We will become underwater guards, mer-
princesses, wise turtles and many other characters.

The Elephant's Child					     Rudyard Kipling
Youth Stages will take your children to "the great grey-green, greasy Limpopo River, all set about with fever-trees." Here 
the Elephant's Child will meet the crocodile and have his "'satiable curiosity" satiated! 
(This session will need to be a minimum of 1.25 hours in length as this is a long book to read!)

Greetings From Sandy Beach				    Bob Graham		            	
This funny story follows a young girl's adventures on a camping trip to the beach with her family. They meet bikers, a bus 
load of kids, and learn a great deal as a family about appearances and friendship.

Harry By The Sea					     Gene Zion			 
Harry the beloved dog joins his family at the beach- and loses them. Children will become numerous characters from 
beach goers to staff and encounter some funny adventures, from ones in the book to ones we will make up. 	

Hey! Get Off Our Train					     John Burningham
This environmental book is subtle, poignant, and accessible to kids. We'll take the train, meet an elephant and play in 
water, meet a seal in the ocean, and a polar bear in the Arctic. A fun book to act out!

How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World    		  Marjorie Priceman		
Take a boat trip around the world with the heroine of this story. Students will enjoy traveling from Vermont to Sri Lanka and 
becoming various characters as we collect all the necessary ingredients for a pie.
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Jenny's Journey						     Sheila White Samton		
Jenny's friend has moved overseas. She misses her until she decides to go visit. We will dramatize all the elements of the 
story from boats to water to dolphins to storms at sea. 

John Tabor's Ride					     Blair Lent
We'll imagine ourselves traveling by whale! We'll visit an underwater city, play cards with Neptune, sing Yankee Doodle, 
climb a lighthouse, meet a walrus and an albatross, and set the whale free!

Just a Dream	 					     Chris Van Allsburg
This story is literally a wake-up call for all of us. As environmental issues loom large on the current political horizon, Van 
Allsburg's book gives us some food for thought... and a great dramatic jumping off point!

The Little Mermaid 	 				    Hans Christian Andersen
Most young people are unfamiliar with Andersen's original story and it's time to educate them about the real version. (This 
session needs to be no less than 2 hours due to the length of the story.)

The Lorax 						      Dr. Seuss 
This story brings environmental complexities to children in a manner they can grasp- and only Dr. Seuss can create such 
terrific characters to dramatize!? We'll become Humming-Fish...swimming in Gluppity-Glup!

The Magic School Bus at the Water Works			  Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen
Our field trip will include evaporating, condensing, precipitating, shrinking, and of course, swimming through the water 
purification system...all without ever leaving the library!

The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor		  Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen
We'll become Ms. Frizzle and her class and enact the zany antics involving Lenny the Lifeguard, meet loads of underwa-
ter creatures, and surf our way back home...all without getting wet!

The Magic Tapestry					     Demi				  
This marvelous picture book depicts a son's dedication to his mother. We'll meet a protector spirit, a stone horse, and ride 
through the Mountain of Fire and the Sea of Ice. Lots of action!!

The Man Who Caught Fish				    Walter Lyon Krudop	           	
This tale from Thailand has a fabulous twist at the end. Children will become the man, the townspeople, and the king. This 
tale of what is just and right, about greed and what it leads to, is very fulfilling for young people.

Mike Fink						      Steven Kellogg			 
Mike was a keelboatman on the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. We will wrestle grizzlies and the keelboatman Jack Carpen-
ter, tangle with alligators and turtles, and outwit Captain Blathersby.

Musicians of the Sun					     Gerald McDermott
This Aztec tale ties together colors, music, life and what's important to us as humans. Turtle Woman, Fish Woman, and 
Alligator Woman carry Wind across the sea. We will convert this book into a wonderful play!

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick	 			   Chris Van Allsburg	          
Using Van Allsburg's simple illustrations and sentences as a jumping off point, participants will create their own characters 
and plot, rehearse scenes in small groups, then share the scenes with one another. 

The Old Woman and the Wave				    Shelley Jackson
Have you ever looked at a thing only one way? What if... The old woman sees the wave in a threatening light, until she 
looks at it anew. Where will she go? Where would you go?

Paul Bunyan						      Steven Kellogg
Paul began life rocking in his cradle off the Maine coast. He went on to dig the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes, the 
Grand Canyon, and left footprints throughout Minnesota that filled up with water! What Tall Tales!

Pecos Bill						      Steven Kellogg 
Pecos Bill was separated from his family as a child crossing the Pecos River. He was raised by coyotes, grew up to 
achieve many feats, met Slewfoot Sue riding a catfish and loads more that we'll act out!

Peg and the Whale					     Kenneth Oppel		
Peg is one feisty young lady in this nautical tall tale. We'll swab decks, fish, and catch us a whale of a good time as we act 
out this story.

The Steadfast Tin Soldier					    Hans Christian Andersen
This sweet tale is known for it's one-legged love story. We'll focus on the tremendous circular adventure from nursery, to 
gutter, to sewer, to ocean, and back again and the characters the steadfast tin soldier meets along the way.
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The Voyage of the Ludgate Hill			   Nancy Willard 		
Have you ever taken a cruise...on a cargo ship? This one is full of colorful characters who make an exciting voyage a real 
trip! We'll become people, horses, baboons, cats, and a band!

Walter's Magic Wand					     Eric Houghton		
This story takes place in a library where, thanks to books, anything can, and does, happen. We'll build a boat and brave 
the seas and become pirates and fight a not-so-fearsome battle.  

Who's In Rabbit's House?				    Verna Aardema
A funny thing happened on the way to the lake... Children are involved in both dialogue and action as they bring numerous 
animals to life. Aardema's play-within-a-story is loads of fun for children!

Why the Tides Ebb and Flow	 			   Joan Chase Bowden	
Initially wanting a place to live, the Old Woman uses her wits to gain a son and a daughter as well as causing high and 
low tide.

Yeh Shen					     	 Ai-Ling Louie		         
Come enact the earliest known of all the Cinderella stories. This rendition has a magic fish rather than a fairy godmother. 
Does that make it a fairy godfish? We'll bring the story to new life. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (10-14 years) 
HIGH SCHOOL (14-18 years)

Act It/Write It!	 					     Youth Stages		
Most of us think of writing as a solitary art form- the author sitting before a blank paper, waiting for inspiration. In this 
Youth Stages workshop, we will turn that image on it’s head! In small groups we will create scenes at sea and improvise 
dialogue, then write individually based on the group creation.

Act Out A Poem	 					     Youth Stages		
Using existing water/ocean poetry, we will bring it to life. Using our imaginations, we will write an original group poem and 
act it out!

The Dramatic Museum	 				    Youth Stages		
Using well-known classic images- paintings and sculptures of voyages and water imagery from museums around the 
world- we will develop characters and plot lines. Who are the people in the artwork? What are they doing? If they could 
speak, what would they say?

Garbage Drama	 					     Youth Stages		
Using recycled items; paper towel tubes, styrofoam meat trays, bubble wrap, and items such as duct tape and fasteners, 
we will create props and items of dubious origin and culmination...then create water-oriented scenes in which we use 
them! Bring recyclable junk from home!

Glee Club						      Youth Stages
Have you ever wanted to be part of a real live Glee Club, just like the new hit TV show? Now is your chance! Come join 
Youth Stages as we embark on a 2-hour excursion to the beach (Splish Splash, Under the Sea, Surfin' USA) where you 
will act, sing, create scenery, and put them all together with movement into one fabulous glee-filled concert!   

Also available as a 6 or 8 session course where friends and family are invited to come and see your hard work pay off!

Greetings From Sandy Beach				    Bob Graham		            	
This funny story follows a young girl's adventures on a camping trip to the beach with her family. They meet biker dudes, a 
bus load of kids, and learn a great deal as a family about appearances and friendship.

Just a Dream	 					     Chris Van Allsburg
This story is literally a wake-up call for all of us. As environmental issues loom large on the current political horizon, Van 
Allsburg's book gives us some food for thought... and a great dramatic jumping off point!

The Little Mermaid 					     Hans Christian Andersen
Most young people are unfamiliar with the original version of Andersen's story and it's time to educate teens about the 
love story and it's consequences (Hint: They don't live happily ever after!)

This session needs to be no less than 2 hours due to the length of the story.

The Lorax 						      Dr. Seuss 
This story brings environmental complexities to young people in a manner they can grasp- and only Dr. Seuss can create 
such terrific characters to dramatize!? We'll explore- and change- the story!

The Magic Tapestry					     Demi				  
This marvelous picture book depicts a son's dedication to his mother. The trials he is willing to endure to return her life's 
work, her magic tapestry, to her is heartwarming. Lots of action!!
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Murder on the Ship and other Theatre Games		  Youth Stages
There are loads of great theatre games in the creative drama repertoire! We'll play as many as we can or we'll play the 
students' favorites over and over!

The Old Woman and the Wave				    Shelley Jackson
Have you ever looked at a thing only one way? What if... The old woman sees the wave as threatening, until she looks at 
it anew. We'll examine Jackson's artwork and decipher the meaning of the story as we enact it.

The Man Who Caught Fish				    Walter Lyon Krudop	           	
This tale from Thailand has a fabulous twist at the end. Children will become the man, the townspeople and the king. This 
tale of what is just and right, and about greed and what it leads to, is very fulfilling for teens.

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick	 			   Chris Van Allsburg	          
Using Van Allsburg's simple illustrations and sentences as a jumping off point, participants will create their own characters 
and plot, rehearse scenes in small groups, then share the scenes with one another. 

Sukey and the Mermaid	 				    Robert D. San Souci
This book has great depth and mature themes for a picture book. We'll enact scenes and discuss details in this South 
Carolinian folktale.

Shipwrecked with Shakespeare				    Youth Stages
Come on board and prepare to be tossed o'er! Or a least thrown into the language and poetry of the Bard! Students will 
perform the shipwreck scene from William Shakespeare's The Tempest. (Act I, Scene 1) 

Where’s the Text?					     Youth Stages		
Youth Stages’ actor-educator will show the illustrations to a children’s story...and omit the words. Teens will create their 
own story to go along with the pictures, act it out, and then we’ll read the book!

Whose Library Is It Anyway? 				    Youth Stages		
We’ll make everything up and there aren’t any points! If you think this sounds a lot like a popular television show, you’re 
right. Youth Stages will take participants through games like Press Conference, Party Quirks, and Whose Line! Laughter is 
guaranteed!

Who's In Rabbit's House?				    Verna Aardema
A funny thing happened on the way to the lake... Teens will focus on developing character with dialogue and action as 
they bring numerous animals to life. Why not have the teens dramatize this for the younger children!

Yeh Shen						      Ai-Ling Louie		        
Come enact the earliest known of all the Cinderella stories. This rendition has a magic fish rather than a fairy godmother. 
Does that make it a fairy godfish? We'll bring the story to new life. 
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...PLEASE NOTE...

• A travel fee of 55¢ per mile round trip travel will be charged from the actor-educator’s home to the 
workshop location. (If gas prices remain under $3 per gallon, travel reimbursement will be figured at 
a rate of 50¢ per mile.)

• Workshops are usually conducted for a minimum of 6 participants and a maximum of 20 partici-
pants. (The maximum number of children is 15 when working with preschoolers.)

• Workshops are usually conducted for a maximum 3-year age span of children in one session. 
Suggested age breakdowns are: parent/caregiver and infant-toddler, 2 1/2-3 years with parent/care-
giver, 4-5 years, 6-8 years, 9-11 years, 11-14 years and 15-18 years.



www.youthstages.com

Make a Splash @ Your Library
 with

 

Youth Stages 
PERFORMANCES!

     Aesop and the Bully:                 Two Marys, Five Jacks    	         Genies, Lamps, and 
    A Fable for Our Times	              and One Very Big Shoe:                   Dreams: Tales of the 		
			     		     a clever retelling of the 		   Arabian Nights
					       rhymes of  Mother Goose

These three shows are for ages 3-9 years. In Aesop and the Bully, the children help Demetra and Aesop act out fables. 
In Two Marys, Five Jacks, and One Very Big Shoe, children recite, sing, and finger play nursery rhymes. 

In Genies, Lamps, and Dreams, children become fish in the sea, birds, frogs, and doors that say “Open Sesame!” 
$400 per show, plus travel

 Oz!                       The Lion, the Witch, 
	                 and the Wardrobe

These two shows are for K-6th graders. 
These classic tales involve friendship and the 

battle between good and evil. 
Using minimal, simple, and creative props, two 

actors bring these classics to life!
$550 per show, plus travel

609-430-9000   •   manager@youthstages.com

 	 Stubby the Elephant							           The Three Bears
These three shows are appropriate for ages 3-5 years. In Stubby the Elephant the crocodile makes a splash in the 
"great grey-green greasy Limpopo River" that Stubby will not soon forget! Your children get to be many jungle animals. 
In Little Red Riding Hood the audience, collectively, plays the title role! In The Three Bears your children are Baby Bear!   	
	 $300 per show for The Three Bears • $400 per show for Stubby the Elephant and Little Red Riding Hood (plus travel) 


